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This information covers the basic requirements for a detached (non habitable) accessory 
structure for single-family residential lot.  A building permit is required for the 
construction of a detached accessory building, used as a tool or storage shed that exceeds 
120 square feet of projected roof area.  Any electrical or plumbing that is run to the 
accessory structure requires a permit regardless of the buildings size.  This should not be 
considered as a complete list of code requirements.  Inspections must be passed before the 
work is considered completed by the City of Scottsdale. 
 
A. DEFINITIONS 

1.  Accessory building shall mean a building, the use of which is customarily incidental to    
that of the main building. 
 

B. LOCATION 
NOTE:  Any accessory building that is located less than 10 feet from the residence is 
considered an attached structure and must be designed accordingly.  It must meet the 
setback requirements of the City of Scottsdale Zoning ordinance for the main residence.  
All setbacks are measured from the property lines to the face of the buildings.  When 
measuring between buildings the distance is from face of structure to face of structure, the 
rooflines are allowed to overhang two feet into the area between the structures. 

• A detached accessory building must be a minimum of 10 feet from the main 
structure and 6 feet from any other structure on the lot.  

• Accessory buildings cannot be built in the required front or side yards, (see 
attached example)  

• Accessory buildings cannot be built in any easements that may be on your property, 
such as a public utility, equestrian or drainage easements. You may check with the 
City Records Department at 480-312-2356 for the location of any easements that 
may be on your property. 

• Accessory buildings that are 10 feet or less in height (to the highest point of the 
roof) may be 2 feet from the property line.  NOTE:  There are additional Building 
Code requirements that must be met for structures that are within 3 feet of a 
residential property line.  If this will apply to your building, please call 480-312-
7083 for additional Building Code information. 

• For every additional foot of building height over 10 feet you must add an additional 
foot of setback from the property lines.  Example:   A detached building 14-foot tall 
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would have to be 10 feet from the house, and 6 feet from the property lines (2’ for 
the first 10’ and 4’ for the additional height). 

• Accessory buildings used a garage or carport with access from an alley, shall not be 
located closer than fifteen (15) feet to the centerline of the alley.  An additional foot 
of setback must be provided for each foot of building height above twelve (12) feet. 

• Accessory structures cannot cover more that thirty (30%) percent of the rear yard 
 

C. PERMIT AND PLAN REQUIRMENTS 
• Plot plan-provide a plot plan (see attached example) showing the streets, property 

lines, lot dimensions, location of the new and the existing structures on the lot and 
the setback dimensions from property lines and structures. You may check with the 
City Records Department (480-312-2356) to see if there is an existing site plan on 
file for your property.  If one is not available, you can get a copy of your 
subdivision lot showing the lot dimensions and any easements that may be on your 
property. 

• Building plans-the attached building plans are for your use in constructing a 
building that is eighteen (18) feet wide by twenty two (22) feet deep.  You may not 
use these details to construct a habitable structure or exceed the building dimensions 
that are given.  If these dimensions do not meet your needs then plans must be 
designed and submitted for review and approval. 

 
D.  INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 

You will be provided an inspection card that will list and detail the required inspections.  
The following list is for your information and may vary depending on what you will be 
including in your building. 

• A pre site inspection 
• A lowest floor inspection (pad and slab height) 
• An exterior footing inspection. NOTE:  if providing electrical or plumbing you will 

also need underground electrical, sewer and water line inspections 
• A stem wall inspection 
• A rough framing inspection   NOTE:  if you are providing electrical or plumbing to 

the building you will also need rough electrical and plumbing inspections 
• A roof deck, strap and shear inspection 
• Wall board/drywall inspection (if being installed) 
• Final inspections will be required by the Building, Site and Survey Inspection 

Departments. 
 
PHONE NUMBERS                                            ABBREVIATIONS 
Inspection Services             480-312-5750            W/N      = WITHIN 
Development Services-                                           O.C.      = ONCENTER 
Planning and Zoning Div.   480-312-7083             PRESS. = PRESSURE TREATED 
Automated Inspection                                              P.U.E.  = PUBLIC UTILITY 
Request Line                        480-312-5796                                EASEMENT 
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This standard includes the minimum 
requirements for construction of residential 
masonry walls and fences on single-family 
residential lots located south of Shea Blvd 
and west of 122nd street.  A building permit 
is required for the construction of new 
masonry walls three (3) feet or taller or for 
the replacement of an existing fence.  This 
standard does not include the construction 
of retaining walls. This should not be 
considered a complete list of code 
requirements.  Inspections must be passed 
before the work is considered completed by 
the City of Scottsdale. 

 
A.  LOCATION 
 
Walls and fences are permitted on the property 
line or within the required side or rear yard.  
Walls and fences shall not exceed three (3) feet 
in height located within the required front yard.  
The fence height is measured from natural 
grade on the inside of the enclosure.  NOTE:  
setbacks are measured from property lines. 
 
Phone Numbers: 
Inspection Services 480-312-5750 
Development Services 480-312-0000 
Planning and Zoning  480-312-7083 
Automated Inspection 
Request Line   480-312-5796 

B. PERMIT AND PLAN REQUIRMENTS 
1. Provide a plot plan (see attached example) 

showing the street(s), property lines, lot 
dimensions, location of all existing 
structures and the location of the fence.     
List the lineal footage of the fence to be 
built. You may contact the City Records 
Department (480-312-2356) to verify if 
there is an existing site plan on file for your 
property.  If one is not available, you may 
obtain a copy of your subdivision lot 
showing the lot dimensions and any 
easements on your property. 

2. The attached building plans are for your 
use.  You cannot exceed the fence/wall 
height dimensions that are shown.   

C. INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 
You will receive an inspection card that 
lists in detail the required inspections.  The 
following list is for your information and 
may vary depending on what you will be 
including in your building. 

1. A fence footing inspection.  
2. A masonry grout inspection 
3. A masonry bond beam inspection 
4. A fence final 
 
ABBREVIATIONS:  
P.U.E. = PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT  
W/N=WITHIN 
O.C=ONCENTER 
 PRESS.=PRESSURE TREATED             
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This information covers the basic requirements for the enclosure of an existing carport 
on a single-family residence.  A building permit is required to modify a carport to a 
garage. Any electrical that is added to an existing carport or garage also requires a 
permit.  This should not be considered as a complete list of code requirements.  
Inspections must be passed before the work is considered completed by the City of 
Scottsdale. 
 
A. DEFINITIONS 

 A carport is an accessory structure or portion of a main building with two or more open 
sides designated for the parking of motor vehicles.  Enclosed storage facilities may be 
provided as part of a carport. 
 

B. LOCATION 
The location of the existing carport must meet the setback requirements for your property 
zoning. A copy of the City of Scottsdale standard zoning requirements is included.  If your 
property is located in a planned community development with amended standards or if you 
do not know your zoning please contact the Planning and Development Services 
Department at 480-312-7083.  NOTE:  setbacks are measured from property lines. 

 
 

C. PERMIT AND PLAN REQUIRMENTS 
 

• Plot plan-provide a plot plan (see attached example) showing the streets, property 
lines, lot dimensions, location of the existing house on the lot and the location of the 
existing carport.  Provide the setback dimensions from property lines and any 
existing structures that may be adjacent to the building area. You may check with 
the City Records Department (480-312-2356) to see if there is an existing site plan 
on file for your property.  If one is not available, you can get a copy of your 
subdivision lot showing the lot dimensions and any easements that may be on your 
property. 

 
• Building plans-the attached building plans are for your use.  You cannot exceed the 

building dimensions that are shown.  Provide the actual dimensions for the new 
walls and the area to be enclosed.  Include the location of any existing doors or 
windows that may now open to your carport from the residence. 
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D.  INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 
 

You will be provided an inspection card that will list and detail the required inspections.  
The following list is for your information and may vary depending on what you will be 
including in your building. 

• A miscellaneous footing inspection.  
• A rough framing inspection   NOTE:  if you are providing electrical you 

will also need a rough electrical inspection. 
• Wall board/drywall inspection (if being installed) 
• A final inspection for framing and electrical (if applicable) 

 
 
Phone Numbers: 
Inspection Services 480-312-5750 
Development Services- 
Planning and Zoning Division 480-312-7083 
Automated Inspection 
Request Line 480-312-5796 
 

ABBREVIATIONS:   
W/N=WITHIN 
O.C.=ON CENTER 
PRESS.=PRESSURE TREATED  
P.U.E.=PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT           
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This information covers the basic requirements for the construction or replacement or a 
residential patio cover for single-family residence.  A building permit is required for any 
attached addition to the residence including the construction of an attached patio cover or 
for the repair and replacement or an existing patio cover.  Any electrical that is added to 
an existing patio cover also requires a permit.  This should not be considered as a 
complete list of code requirements.  Inspections must be passed before the work is 
considered completed by the City of Scottsdale. 
 
A. DEFINITIONS 

 A patio cover is a one-story structure, not exceeding 12 feet in height, attached to the 
existing residence and is entirely open on two or more sides.  Patio covers shall be used 
only for recreational and outdoor living purposes. 
 

B.  LOCATION 
The location of the patio cover must meet the setback requirements for your property 
zoning.  A copy of the City of Scottsdale standard zoning requirements is included.  If your 
property is located in a planned community development with amended standards or if you 
do not know your zoning please contact the Planning and Development Services 
Department at 480-312-7083.  NOTE:  setbacks are measured from property lines. 

 
 

C. PERMIT AND PLAN REQUIRMENTS 
 

• Plot plan-provide a plot plan (see attached example) showing the streets, property 
lines, lot dimensions, location of the existing house on the lot and the location of the 
new patio cover.  Provide the setback dimensions from property lines and any 
existing structures that may be adjacent to the building area. You may check with 
the City Records Department (480-312-2356) to see if there is an existing site plan 
on file for your property.  If one is not available, you can get a copy of your 
subdivision lot showing the lot dimensions and any easements that may be on your 
property. 

• Building plans-the attached building plans are for your use.  You cannot exceed the 
building dimensions that are shown.  Provide the actual dimensions and height of 
the building that you intend to build and label the use. 
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D.  INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS 
 
You will be provided an inspection card that will list and detail the required inspections.  
The following list is for your information and may vary depending on what you will be 
including in your building. 

• A miscellaneous footing inspection.  
• A rough framing inspection   NOTE:  if you are providing electrical you 

will also need a rough electrical inspection. 
• Wall board/drywall inspection (if being installed) 
• A final inspection for framing and electrical (if applicable) 

 
 
Phone Numbers: 
Inspection Services            480-312-5750 
Development Services- 
Planning and Zoning Division 480-312-7083 
Automated Inspection 
Request Line             480-312-5796 
 
ABBREVIATIONS:   
W/N=WITHIN 
O.C=ONCENTER 
 PRESS.=PRESSURE TREATED 
P.U.E.=PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT             
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